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Media caption Prof Carney: "We're
generally getting better" There's been a

"sharp acceleration" in the UK's
international competitiveness over the

past year, Bank of England governor Mark
Carney has said. The governor told the

BBC that the UK was the best performing
economy in the developed world. It was

only the second time in six years that the
UK has been in the top spot in the Global

Competitiveness Index. And Mr Carney said
the picture was not static - the UK's

economy was the most flexible in the
developed world. The G20 group of leading
economies and Australia were the top two

again, after first and second places
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respectively last year. US and China were
in joint third place. In the report, the

Governor set out a steady rise in the UK's
competitiveness that he described as

"reflecting the performance of our
economy over the past five years".

However, he said, it also reflected "some of
the risks to the UK economy, ranging from
the impact of slower Chinese growth to a
slowing US economy and the challenges
posed by a weaker currency". 'Vision' He

added: "This report shows that,
notwithstanding those risks, UK's economy
remains one of the most competitive in the
world." The UK is ranked first in its ease of
doing business and fourth in its "innovation

and technology" and "health and safety"
performance. However, while the UK's
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performance has improved, that
improvement was not evenly distributed,

with some of the less competitive countries
outside the UK seeing more of a rise. India
was up 17 places, as a result of improving
work practices and increased government

support to the economy. China was up
seven places for better performance in
business services, and up another four

places for ease of business. The UK's third-
ranking place in personal and social

security was due to
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free,windows 7 loader v2 0.6 x86 x64
daz,windows.Singapore's sense of itself is
almost unique in the world. The first city-

state in Asia, Singapore has always been at
home on the global stage. In today’s

modern world, with ever-shrinking time for
leisure, the city-state has managed to

become a centre of high-tech activity that
has spread far beyond its borders. As such,
Singapore is sometimes viewed in the west
as a living example of the virtues of free-

market capitalism and the supposed
benefits of modern economics. This is not

the first time Singapore has been
compared to such a brand. In the 1980s,

the city-state was the inspiration for
Ronald Reagan’s remarks about the town
which he once visited as a young actor, at
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the dawn of his political career: "I shall not
hide my disappointment that the people of
Singapore are, without exception, among
the least free people of any nationality."
Hence, a few years later, when he had
become America’s leader and working

through the regulatory agencies and the
courts he had fashioned as President, he
was not about to let Singapore escape his
indictment of its economics. "If Singapore

must join the ranks of the enslaved nations
of the world," Reagan reasoned, "then it
can be said that liberty was lost long ago

and that the cancer has set in."
Nevertheless, a comparison to the status
of the United States at the time – when it
was in the grip of the most ruthless and

devastating period of economic policy ever
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to blight the world, at the time Reagan
uttered these words – has not generally

been made in the years since. A
worthwhile thing for us to ponder, then,

when we consider how Singapore has risen
to where it is today, is the extent to which

there has been a realignment of its
economy in the way that Reagan might

have expected. Recent history When
Reagan made his remarks in 1985, the
economy of Singapore was developing

rapidly. The government of that time had
just closed down its trading base in Hong
Kong, after the Chinese annexation of the

territory. They intended to move their
international business centre to Singapore,

where there were few restrictions on its
economy. At the same time, the country
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was the poster-boy for free trade and
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