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wars between Apple and Samsung have taken their final
turn with Apple bringing a new countersuit against

Samsung. The iPhone and iPad maker accuses Samsung
of lying about how its devices work, which Apple claims
allows Samsung to "steal iPhone features" and at the
same time protect its own products. Apple first sued

Samsung for patents relating to the design and
manufacture of the iPhone in 2010 and accused
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Samsung of copying the design, functionality, and look of
the iPhone. Both companies are now engaged in a case

before the U.S. International Trade Commission over
claims the other makes infringing patents. A patent

infringement case before the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Federal Circuit, which is separate from the ITC case,
could also shake up the Samsung vs. Apple case. Apple
isn't talking publicly, but it did recently make a small

comment. "Samsung had to sign a license in 2009
agreeing to stop infringing Apple's patents," Apple's
iPhone patents attorney Michael Bromwich stated. "It

was not a true license that was typical in license
agreements, rather a binder Samsung signed where it

stipulated it would stop infringing Apple patents by
certain date." In an interview, Bromwich said, "So we
sued. Our position is Samsung's infringement of our
patents resulted in consumer confusion and ruined
Apple's products." The negative impact on Apple's

reputation is the single biggest harm that these alleged
patent infringements have caused, Bromwich stated. "It's

the single biggest impact on Apple's reputation. That's
not something you can give to somebody else."

Samsung's response is to argue that
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